
Port Townsend High School Academic Program Information for 20-21 school year 
 
Port Townsend Schools, along with other educational institutions across our state and 
nation, are facing the challenge to provide high quality instruction for our students, within 
a variety of adaptive models and programs.  At PTHS, we are mindful of creating a variety 
of instructional programs, which will give students and families a choice in the best option 
for learning.  We know that we must be able to shift seamlessly between online and 
in-person learning, as the factors regarding the health of our community may change the 
availability of physical access to our school.  
 
Know that our goal, and our commitment, is to provide a high quality educational 
experience to each student.  We understand that the ongoing uncertainty in our rapidly 
changing reality continues to be a source of added pressure, stress and responsibility for 
families and our students.  Staff and teachers are dedicated to focusing on relationships and 
connections with their students, not just content. 
 
Below are some frequently asked questions regarding our upcoming school year. 
 
How will the remote (online) learning be different this year, than last spring? 
We know that many of our teachers struggled with having to quickly shift to a new way of 
teaching last spring.  And in an effort to get through all of the teaching content prior to the 
end of the school year, ended up overwhelming many students with the amount of content 
that they were expected to complete without teacher support. 
Utilizing feedback from parents and students, we have expectations for a stronger 
instructional program that sets clear expectations for student participation, consistent 
content delivery by teachers, and better feedback to students and families.  Teachers will 
be given greater guidance from the school around topics such as structuring the content 
delivery given via Zoom, posting of ‘teacher lectures’ (which students can view at their 
convenience instead of during a Zoom session), grade level collaboration to ensure that the 
amount of content being assigned to students in any given week is manageable, etc.  We 
expect that students will find a more manageable Zoom format this coming school year. 
Additionally, all teachers will have their classroom materials and videos on one consistent 
school webpage, which will give all students easier access to their teacher/classroom 
materials.  
 
What learning models are available to students this year at PTHS? 
*100% online learning with PTHS teachers via a weekly instructional guide (called a 
playlist) 
*Blended model with online learning, and an opportunity to attend PTHS for in-person 
instructional support one or two times per week. 
 
What will the program look like for students, no matter what program they choose? 
All students at PTHS will begin the year with some aspect of online learning.  Teachers will 
be on Zoom delivering instruction to students each Monday and Thursday, in our 6-period 
schedule format.  



Students who want 100% online only will continue to work at home on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday based on the assigned classwork and projects, via the teacher 
playlist. 
Students who want to come in for in-person academic intervention and support will get to 
sign up for a program that will bring them onto campus for instructional support from core 
teachers.  The in-person support will be available on Tuesday and Friday for interested 
students.  If we have more interested students than available slots, we will prioritize 
students according to needs. 
 
What does the student/school schedule look like? 
A copy of the schedule is at the bottom of this document.  We believe that this schedule is 
the best because it mimics the student schedule when they are at PTHS which will allow a 
seamless transition when we are all able to come back physically to school. 
 
How will you meet the needs of students who need additional learning support? 
Students in need of additional academic support will be a priority for coming onto campus 
for in-person teacher support on Tuesday and Friday.  However, it is our intention to 
provide enough sections for all students who want to come onto campus for extra 
instructional support. 
 
How are you supporting families of students in the special education program? 
If your child is served through the district’s special education program, your 
son/daughter’s case manager will be contacting you to discuss their needs.  Time on 
campus will be available for your child to get in-person support from teachers and their 
case manager and program paraeducators each week. 
 
How do you plan to safely bring students on campus for these activities? 
Through establishing ‘cohorts’ interested students will be grouped together for these 
instructional experiences.  Once a student is in a cohort, he or she will stay with that cohort 
each time they are at school.  They will move to classes together, and they will eat lunch 
together.  
 
How big will the cohorts be? 
We are planning that our cohorts will be limited to 15 students, as that is the number that 
we can safely put in any PTHS classroom, with the 6-foot physical distancing guideline that 
has been put in place by our state and local health department. 
 
What learning options are available if my child is in West Sound Tech or Running 
Start? 
Both WST and Peninsula College have announced that they are also starting the year in a 
100% online format.  So those programs are not offering any in-person classes at this time.  
 
If my student has a part time schedule, can they still come to PTHS for the full day of 
in-person support on Tuesday and Friday? 



No.  Due to the cohort model, which is the best way we can guarantee that students will 
stay safe while on the high school campus, we cannot allow students to hang out on campus 
during times when they do not have an assigned class with us.  If a part time student wants 
to engage in additional support, he/she should contact their teacher via email, to discuss 
options.  Teachers will have office hour time each week, as well as some time on Tuesday 
and Friday, that they can support students via Zoom.  
 
Is it possible for a student who wants in-person support only one day per week to 
attend on only Tuesday or Friday? 
Possibly.  We want to be flexible in meeting student needs while providing the cohorts to 
ensure student safety.  Depending on the number of students who request the in-person 
support, we may be able to provide that as an option.  Our goal is to be responsive to the 
needs of all students. 
 
What will grading look like? 
The high school will be using the grades of A, B,C, D, I (incomplete), and P (Pass) for this 
coming school year.  See the separate document outlining grading expectations for more 
information. 
 
What about the schedule for siblings in other schools? 
Currently, Salish Coast and Blue Heron are approved for the 2-day per week in- person 
hybrid model.  Prior to the high school being directed by the health department to go to an 
online model, PTHS did divide up students into two cohorts based on the A/B model that 
the other schools are following.  The division of  students in the A/B model did put high 
school students with siblings at Salish and Blue on the same two days per week schedule. 
So, when we are allowed to return to regular in-person instruction at the high school, their 
schedules should align with siblings at the other two schools. 
 
How will freshmen be able to transition to the high school? 
We will be conducting a virtual transition activity to help build relationships between 
freshmen and their teachers.  In addition, freshmen will be invited onto campus in cohort 
groups during the first week of school, to participate in a schedule rotation with their 
teachers.  Both of these activities are optional, not required. 
 
Will students still be able to take music and AP classes? 
Yes!  All teachers will be prepared to teach via Zoom on Monday and Thursday.  Because of 
the intensive content within Advanced Placement classes, AP teachers may choose to Zoom 
more frequently (M-F) with their students.  Specific course information will be in the 
course syllabus. 
 
What is happening with sports? 
Our Nisqually Athletic League has decided due to safety of student health,  that we will 
push the traditional fall sports to later in the spring.  We are hopeful that we may be able to 
offer our winter sports starting in December, with basketball and wrestling.  Stay tuned for 
more information as we progress through the fall. 



Sample Student Learning Schedule for PTHS 
 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
8:30  1st Period 

Zoom 
Students signed 
up for in-person 
learning 
support are on 
campus.  
 
Other students 
are learning 
from home via 
teacher 
playlists. 
Students must 
log on via Zoom 
with their 
teachers so 
attendance can 
be taken for 
today, at the 
beginning of 
each class 
period. 

Students 
signed up for 
in-person 
learning 
support are 
on campus. 
Students will 
be dismissed 
at 1:10 pm.   
 
Others are 
learning from 
home via 
playlists. 
Students need 
to complete 
and submit a 
Wednesday 
activity from 
their teachers 
to be counted 
for today’s 
attendance 

1st Period 
Zoom 

Students signed 
up for in-person 
learning 
support are on 
campus.  
 
Other students 
are learning 
from home via 
teacher 
playlists. 
Students must 
log on via Zoom 
with their 
teachers so 
attendance can 
be taken for 
today, as the 
beginning of 
each class 
period. 
 

9:30 2nd Period 
Zoom 

2nd Period 
Zoom 

10:30 3rd Period 
Zoom 

3rd Period 
Zoom 

11:30 Lunch Break Lunch Break 
12:00 4th Period 

Zoom 
4th Period 
Zoom 

1:00 5th Period 
Zoom 

5th Period 
Zoom 

2:00 6th Period 
Zoom 

6th Period 
Zoom 

3:10  Dismissal  Dismissal  
 
 
 
Teachers are also available for student support via Zoom each Wednesday, following this 
schedule: 
 
9:00 - Noon 

 
9:00-10:00 

Teacher Zoom Office Hours on Wednesday: 
 
Aubin, J Dow, Freeman, Kruse, Egeler, Ferland 

10:00-11:00 Gambill, Grace, Pierson, Stegner, Soderstrom 
11:00-Noon Behrenfeld, B Dow, Hageman, Kelley, Lenz, Watson 

 


